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It’s difficult to remain neutral when dealing with the John Birch Society— you Yt 
either for it or against it, say Birchers whoVe been burned by what they see as 
Communist-controlled media. Here’s a refreshingly objective account. 




The door of the sprawling brick home in 
North Atlanta is opened by a smiting, 
^iv-haired man in a tweed sportcoat, 
"Hi there.' 1 He grasps me firmly by ihe 
ttod and draws me inside. "Welcome,” 
ie ** to Lhe timer Sanctum of Ihe 
John Birch Society!" 

“Yeahl 1 * echoes a dark -soiled buss- 
mania who also shakes my hand in a 
w-ijoasenae manner. ‘Thil is one of 
for sec re# meetings?'' Laughter ripples 
tough the poop of men and women 
■b? fill the room. 

The meeting » held downstairs in lhe 
ftne-putidtd recreation room. Most of 



the members sit around the oversiied 
Ping Pong table dominating the space; 
the re&i sit around levers! wobbly card 
Ltblev A stocky and balding, mid 
Uiirtyish man in fe tailored gray foil 
stride*, purposefully Id ihe front of the 
room Hi! energetic wall and disciplined 
manner suggest military training , f **- 
iume he Is the leader; he is program 
chairman for the evening. He turns lo 
face an American flag; the members 
Hand as one body, 

"Now/ 11 {he glances in my direction), 
"well begin ibis meeting of ihe John 
Birch Society Lhe way we begin all meet- 
ings — with ihe Pledge of Allegiance/ 1 

With appropriate solemn iiy p he places 
bis right hand over his heart, and from 
around the room voice* rise, rise in uni- 
son from the beans of eight women and 
IS men (one bearded, one black), froth 
II to post -retirement — in ail, 22 Bitch- 
ers and one apolitical writer. 

"The first order of business tonight/ * 
the chairman announces ju we resume 
our ieau, "wifi be a review or what, 
exactly, our Inform* non in Action pro* 
gram ti all about. The purpose is jun as 
the name suggest*: Information plus Ac- 
tion. The information comes from news 
article*, film strips and the Birch Balte 
fin. The action is the letters we write 10 
our Congressmen and Senators. Infor- 
mation plus Action fMut- Impact! And 
that * what we're trying to do — impact 
out RepresenxatiYcsr* 

He consults a sheaf of written nom 
on ihe Ping Pong table in front of him 
"The two pieces of legislation we T B deal 
with tonight are a proposal to abolish 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
and « bill io balance Ihe Federal budget 
by 1WL M 

The men and women around the room 
ore attentive. A few take pqte&; most 
]u*i listen* 

"Our opposition to the EPA is based 
on the following four points." His voice 
si authoritative; he Hands in a military 
it- test posture, his hands clasped behind 
hn back. if Fim, environmental issues 
should be handled at Ihe Stale Level — 
not by She Federal government* Second* 
the ERA was set up by Presidential fiai 
— by- passing Congress - and Executive 
Order is oof Const itutional. Third, the 
EPA is the fastest -growing bureaucracy 
in the Federal government — and the 
man expensive. Fourth, the EPA hurts 
business with its multitude of rules and 
regulation*. Businesses then pass on the 
cost of compliance to ihe consumer Let 
me just add, for the benefit of our 
guest/' he speak* direcil* to me, "that 
the Bitch Society is not against cleaning 
up and protecting the environment. But 
the states can dn It better — and 
cheaper — than the Federal govern- 
ment/* 


A murmur of agreement moves 
through the room. A ruddy -faced man 
hi a forest green polyester leisure suit 
calls out good-naturedly, "LeTi get on 
with it — wr need less talk and more ac- 
tion!” 

"Okay/" Our leader grins self-con- 
hdoudy and nods, "Okay* The second 
piece of legislation is Senate Joint Reso- 
lution Number Five, This calls for a hal* 
meed budget by reducing government 
i pending — cutting back the tiie of gov- 
ernment and cutting Laies. Ue donT 
need a Constitution*! amend mem to bal- 
ance the budget. Congress can cui doz- 
ens of wasteful programs — like OSHA fc 
FEA and EPA — and pass on immedi- 
ate tax cuts.'* 

Paper, pens and envelopes are poised 
around the room. A list of the House 
Committee members involved with these 
two items, with i heir addresses and their 
voting record!, is also circulated; then 
the 22 Society members proceed to write 
letters to their Congressmen. 

A genial older man, twinkling from 
behind thick glasso asks me. "Exciting 
enough for you? You want to write 
some letters?" 1 

The chapter leader, Jade Harper, 
looks like i model for an capenrive 
Scotch ad — till, tanned and neatly 
bUck^ bearded. "You know," he leans 
over and teals me, “the only reason, we 
need the TNA meetings is w we can 
make a concerted effort in a particular 
direction, If every individual would do 
the things they should do ^ American 
citizens — writing their Congressmen, 
voting in all elections and in general just 
keeping their eye on whgi the fovern- 
tiicnE is doing — then we wouldn't need 
this. But most Americans don't involve 
themselves in government. So ii"s almost 
like we're a lobby — a lobby for less 
government more individual responsi- 
bility and preserving the Constitution pp 

I cat a number of homemade choco- 
late chip cookies, drink some too-iweet 
iced tea and leave the meeting puzzled. 
Where ore oil the wild-eyed * fhesoric- 
spouLing. gun-polishing fanatics I'd 
heard about? Where are the little old 
Ladies who check under the beds each 
rught for communist spies? Where, in 
fact, are the hysterica] and paranoid 
conspiracy freaks generally associated 
with the Birch Society? 

The American Opinion Bookstores are 
i national chain, owned and operated by 
local Birchen a\ outlets for the numer- 
ous books, rnagaimts, pamphlets, lipcs 
and films the Society publishes. The At- 
3&nia store is located at 3214 Peachtree 
Rd. (above a pain! More and down ihe 
hall from a beauty shop), 

Inside, in one corner, stands an Amer 
icon flag, unfurled. Everywhere a re rain- 
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00* -col fired bumps t trie Leri pro- 
claiming: Freedom W&m't Won With a 
Registered Gim! iztd ERA h Not The 
Wgjl and Stop Inflation SJasfc 
Government Spending! and Tup* vers 
— The Oppressed Majority . p On erne wall 
hangs the solemn visage of George 
Washington* storing across the roam at 
■ filled portrait of i haiKbonac World 
War [1 soldier — Captain John Birch, 

John Birch grew up on t fann ip 
Chattooga County, Georgia, graduated 
m&fita. cum faude from Mercs Univer- 
sity is Macon and wt»t oe to becofw a 
Baptist missionary. Al the outbreak of 
World War (l, Birth* then id hi* early 
50», >u teach mg and preaching in 
Hangchow > China. Became of hi! Famil- 
laritf with the country** terrain and bis 
ability to speak fluent Chinese^ Birch 
was assigned to work in intelligence un- 
der Gca. Claire Cbns^l, Commander 
of ibe American Volunteer Group. 
Birch's military record is one of out 
srandini difdnction. in late August* 1945, 
nine days after tile surrender of the 
Japanese, Captain Birds ’volunteered w 
lead a special intelligence mission for the 
US, Army. While on tMi miss tor, Birch 
and hii party ran into and were detuned 
by a group of Red Chinese guerillas. 
While the events which followed are 
cloudy. the result «u that John Birch 
wm shot and killed. 

Robert Wekh. retired executive of ■ 
Misaachuseiis candy company, founded 
the Birch Society in 1951, Welch estab- 
lished the Society as to education ai or- 
ganization, supplying — through books* 
tapes, films and travel in# speak er? — ia- 
forauucm about and inspiration in what 
he believes to be M freedom'* bst stand" 
against the csuhifoLd tyrimirs of enter- 
national Corrmuini^TTi Wdch has called 
John Birch the first victim of World 
War in, "a worldwide hitile* the tim 
in history,, between light and darkness* 
between freedom and slavery, between 
t he spirit of Ouiiiianiry and the spirit 
of anti-Christ in the souls and bodies of 
men/* Birch was selected as the So- 
ciety^ symbol because he was, In 
Welch's eyeti the embodiment of all the 
r,ih: Vmerican j deals: a fui.on of rural 
viriucs, fundamentalist faith and un- 
flagging patriotism. 

When you start Birchen talking about 
Wdch, you quickly get i picture of a 
rtaJwari OEului^ation of G«t, Georae 
Wa&hmgton, Paul Revere and David vj e 
Goliath all relied into one momlh up- 
right, five-free -or -die New Englander 
Birchen share Welch's belief that the 
*ofld order envisioned ir.l espoused 
lome rod years ago by our Founding Fa- 
thers it today perilously dose to extinc- 
tion — - threatened tnwntaUy by tht 
forces of socialization and eternally by 
I he rapid rise to power of conunuoisssr 
govefn^enu atcuoid the world. Welch ' j 
ia a "voice crying in the wilderness" and 
every Birth® — man, woman and child 
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— pays beod* 

Who are the men and women now 
following thn id f- styled 20ih Century 
patriarch of patriot i sm? 

Henry Sherman, full-lime salaried 
coordinator for the Society and manager 
of the American Opinion Bookstore, de- 
clined to be interviewed, explaining he is 
k *not allowed" to talk to members of 
the press. The only two people on the 
East Coast permitted to speak for the 
Society ics ihe press are U.S. Represent*- 
live Lamy McDonald of Marietta and 
Jack McManus* Society Public Relations 
Director in Bdmom, Mauadnisetts 
When | question Henry about this mlt, 
be tayi it is became in the post the So- 
ciety has been repeatedly slandered by 
liberal * 4 ye£kr* journalists?' 

Birchen feel that* historically, they 
have been treated unfairly — even vi- 
ciously — by the press. They believe the 
press has deliberately set out to discredit 
them by means of innuendo tad slanted 
reporting. Why? Because* as they see it* 
(he newt media it comroUcd by an inter- 
naikrcil conspiracy determined id de- 
stroy the ConstitutiouaJ govenuneni of 
(he U Oiled States — the very thing 
Birchen are committed body and soul to 
preserving. 

"Vou cannot be neutral and objective 
when dealing with the Society," i*yj 
one vehement lady, J *¥ou're either foe ir 
or Against iL Became we’re opposed to 
the liberal welfare state and because 
we're opposed to the Communists who 
m in control of the media, we\e been 
made the enemy. I guarantee with my 
iik this you will not be allowed to print 
the irutb about the John Birch Society?’ 

Larry McDonald's office in Marietta 
prcffiuet an interview on some undder- 
mined date, but after three weeks of un- 
mumed colli and vague aiKmncci, 
McDonald's secretary finally says, "The 
Congresiman is not interested in the in- 
terview. The larch Society has been drug 
through the mud too many tunes ia the 
put by the Atlanta press. He sect no 
point lD going oser h ogam." 

When asked about who belongs. Jack 
McManus ays: "The Society mertber- 
ship application does not request any de- 
mographic data, but independent studies 
have shown that we ire roughly 40 per 
cent Catholic, 60 per cent Protestant/ 
Christian FundamentMisf and one per 
cent Jewish* We m predominantly 
white, but there one black members. " 
Me Si anus says ihe aitjonol membership 

is tome* here between 60.000 to 100 ,000 

and "the Birch Society is i beautiful 
crotj-vecsioci of America We have busi- 
nessmen, doctor?, lawyers, cab driven, 
clergy, bluen:oU*r workers, housewives 
usd students.” He laugns The only 
thing we're short tm u milliottriresr" 

Chip Woods* WRlNG Radio talk show 
host, has been i Soncty member for It 
years. For II of those, he served 
mi5, speaker and "in-house buiineis 
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PCTwn” Faf che wjnal ajtf . . 
nwm. Cbip’i limed temW 
shegiv head of my ‘ 
re«iy erui hmdK Ih <j* ’ 

national -level Btrchei. " 1 

Ailed bow h t teta»* , B^tbx 
“My family was 1jvi», m C 
wtiea Castro took ov«. * e „ J ' 

19??. When we ** * 

b #roup I'.sd ipiun* up cafl^ ^ , 

Play for Cuba Commiaec. xi*, J. 

*oodmful C«cj 9 , h 
ail the wonderful ihinjs he *u 
for Cuba, and ihU jw dida 1 , 1 
wh* I hnc». t wv not a !wi«t%W, 

— if anything. J was * anls'iic v<.* 
ist — but i had seen >sjp*e 
had «m people killed, i had 
etty conlffcatcd. 

"I tcoliitd tint a pmgsxu *^| ^ 
special friends had just Eakm over C^t* 
and that people in our gostnusni 
not only in fivor of hun but hid ^ 
lcct«l his rise to power. I 4ldn r ( ^ 
nruizh doubt in my mind that Cr-. i| 
a Comm until, and I said as mudi in fc. 
bales at the Fair Flay m?eitrfi M 

Chip koritinoei: ^Fd never heard * 
tht Bircb Society, and I'd omt W* 
orryooe iryin g to expose Cuez« m i 
Communist before he took powa, Iji 
tomtone colled me up and -aid, -fc. 
was I giad to hear you n* Cttn'i k 
C ommuniiL We p ve been saying dwt for 
two years! 1 He was a oembs of Hk Sw 
ciety p and Robert WHeh had c ai* 
Cosiro a Coramuntit two yean brim 
he look aver Cuba! 

* + After that," explains Diip* "t 
stoned reading Birch material. I d* 
voured everything t could pet m$ Ibh 
un. and in about a year, I had a better 
education oa my owft — of hisucy, ec> 
comw3 and polivicol soovee — data l 
would have gotten in 15 years of code ft 
I fell I had be?n lied to, Lhlt i lot & 
formatton had been withheld from me, 
and J was angry. 1 became i crusader" 

Chip laughs and fevrurct tm 
hands* palms up,. "A lot of people will 
uy to me* 'Chip, you^rt right** ha 
they "re not going to do anythuag 
it, Thry're not crustderi; / am, \ mad* 
the doosrofi to ioin the Society n 19i3 
v»hen I was 20 ye&rs old, and Fve been 4 
member ever since?' 

bi 1966 Welch coined Hit term "The 
Insiders" to refer to those powerful 
p«pJc in government, bonlf iig, 
btuuKs and the press who, he be^waA 
Have as (hdr fool the estabEithmem of * 
one^worid pmmme&t — with then- 
selves at toe helm. Welch has said — it 
different timet — that the Council on 
Foreign fteiaiiMi, the Tri-Loreral Co*- 
missior L , the Rockefeller Foundations 
tad the National Council of Qntr^a 
ire all breeding grounds for these "In* 
sders." Welch haj iko claimed the ff 
hmmaii, i super secret ocxuJi s ociesy 
formed m Bavaria in 1776 by Freemason 
continued pfi page 11$ 
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1IRCK -'/rtwn Wf dtf 
Adam Weiihaupl. U it the root of the 
piracy. The Hhimjnatf *1 goa] was to 
Polish lit tiadiiion&j government! , rdi- 
g&ona and societal structures id the belief 
thevr would give way to a new world or- 
der which would Iran wend nationalism, 
rationalism and ail the other isms pro- 
tMypg conflict and dividing ihe human 
tiff, 

"Karl Mat?/' sayi Chip, grinning, 
^mid practically ihe same thing. He laid 
dial a s we destroy nil ihe traditional 
fom* and ihe dictatorship of ihe pro- 
letariat ii established, the State would 
Hum wither away. Did he really believe 
that? Or was this sugar-coaicd pa hi urn 
being ipooti-fed to the people to lead 
them astray? 11 Chips grin fades and he 
fernwi Kfioui. "I think the idea of 
dir Stair withering awiy was one Lenin 
lac* w ain't true and Nan knew wasn't 
mie. They warned power* and the 
ptvpte today want power. 

^We can k»k ai whai the Ilium inau 
nend for/' Chip coniinu^ "and we 
car. tee ihe same patterns In operation 
loday. Mr. Welch is satisfied thai the 
conspirators today are descendants of 
ihe IVuminali. The hisidric&J evidence is 
therep bui it's less than conclusive. 1 
dots 1 ! deny ihat ihert is a secret organi- 
taikm. and there may nil! be an Wumi- 
Btu, but ii it running the show today? I 
faMbi it. T do believe, however, lhai 
*ithin ihe Council on Foreign ftdatiems* 
iht Tridate rat i fils and the oilier groups, 
dure ire some elitists working together 
~ fcMTOgJy — to create the kind of 
*orld order they warn. Bui is any one 
9f rno>e |nmp<, the Board of Direc- 
Chip shrugs and shako hti head. 
1 don't think w. ff there a Board of 


uutctwrf Protabiy * somewhere.** 
Rirdfett believe in the conspiracy ihe- 
oT history — that events and 
Dcojr hccause somebody r some* 
1 ^ cre i hl ^ns I hem Us contrasted with 
®“ iftfory thtt accident ot evolution 
history }. 

_ T*U the Ume of inflation / 4 says 
’"** "Everyone can agree Ihat ii fc * bad 
■ 1 ff l° ne an agree that if* got to be 
4 <Tp*d and that the Federal govern 
rviai tike certain step* to stop it. 
gD funher, however," he 
_£«*wis, "and say that inflation was 
ihat it tta& been deliberately 
^ iieyncetan economise 
“ Keym* a British econo 

A-iuaily wrote a p| an f 0r dfb«Ucb- 

Z* L* Wiled out esactiy 
. 0 11 1 believe ihat his plan has 

T 3 l^ B ** » o™ beine carried 
■ i C? U:fchen bdieve ihfe. r«j 
i* . '^,5 l,lil * c iust happened to 

*,“1, di'-tase. I bdieve that 

lsTT<i * th< fcnru,” 

• = , ^ ^"^dmeni to ih e Con 

rt,. : . r,l,h ^ ■« \nj, aUo*, Con. 
- > * srad^ied iax on pernonaJ 

~ "opitf the fact that during 
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the AS’JGs* «he income im law was r*- 
icinded and declared unconstitutional by 
the Supreme Court. Birchen ire quick 
to point out that Karl Marx, in his 
Communist Manifesto, eked institution 
of i heavy graduated income lax u a 
necessary step in die erosion of a capi- 
talistic society. They say the tGih 
Amendment was passed illegally, in 
ircrei, and is still uncomti tut tonal 
today. 

”7 he simplest way to reli 11 someone 
ii free or ool t ,i Chip states, "is to aik: 
do they get to keep the fruits of their la- 
bors or do the fruits belong to someone 
else? Increasingly* today the fruits of 
our labors are the property of the State. 
They are taken by the State, and they 
are distributed by the State. Income 
taxes tie now running it 13-45 per cent; 
that is p of every dollar earned in this 
country, the govern mcrtl take* 31-45 per 
cent of II. ti used ro be 30 per cent; be- 
fore that, it was 20 per cent. Before 
that, it was 10 per cent. How far does it 
have to § 0 ,” he asks grimly, "before 
you think you're being controlled?" He 
lean* back in his chair and presses the 
lips of his fingers together. "I say I'm 
being com rolled today. 15 per cent of 
the time.*" 

A frequently recurring theme with 
Bircher* is that of State's right n. Fed- 
eral control. The behemoth of Fed- 
eral agencies and laws which aticmpf to 
regulate private business, ecological con- 
cern and social issues are viewed by 
Birchen as direct violations of the Con- 
stitution, "If an issue hasn't been cov- 
ered in the first nine amendments of the 
Bill of Rights/' goes their refrain* H *it 
rtioLilci be dealt with by the nates. The 
Federal government has no authority lo 
interfere. The Tenth Amendment clearly 
ipdJi this out," 

During the Sixties. The Birch Society 
was loudly vocal in its apposition to 
passage of the Civil Rights Act. not be- 
cause of any racial bin, they say, bid 
because these were mailers to be decided 
at the state and local levels — without 
Federal intervention. In their eyes* the 
entire Civil Rights movement was di- 
rected and controlled by ihe "Insiders" 
m order to erode the states 1 powers of 
determination, urtaie more conflict be- 
tween the races and promote civil uriF*. 
Marlin Luther King Jr , Scottky Car- 
michael, and Ralph Abernathy, Makom 
X and all other dvil rights activists — 
black and white — were considered pup- 
pets of the "Insiders," if not conscious 
Communist agsiiv 

In a local restaurant, 1 have coffee 
wilil Charles E be -hart, who has been a 
member of the Society for three years. 
He says he was sympathetic so their be- 
liefs for some lime before he joined. 
The native Allan (an and insurance sales- 
man if married to a school teacher and 
has three children p aged two to 1 4. 
Charles is a tall* heavy-set man with 


dckcly cropped hair. He U black 
"Given the state of affairs that cun* 
in the past with regard* to rf V| i hgfctl * 
says Charles, "it was a nature fa L 
Negro fhe preFcn the term “Negro" ^ 
today's more widely accessed “bliti'i 
to say, B Hcy, Tve been at u ioe faj 
Tve fullered enough, l want tou^Z 
now/ On the other side, the whiles *2 
s*Y3it|, 'Hey, okay. We’ll gta m ^ 
you but take your time. Don't move «« 
last/ 


"But if you took she N egm t* 

or 15 years ago as a hypoihakal ^ 
tion' within the United Siasei, 
have been the second richest nation oo 
the face of the earth. Based ms d* 
amount of properly, number of barb, 
businesses and schools owned and upd- 
ated by Negroes, we were second Dhl> ts 
the U.S, m a whole. So in just ^ rK 
generations — since 1165 — ec what «r 
had ■ocompllsbed in spile of the r* 
presfive segregation laws!™ 

I ask Charles if he ever feels alicntieel 
from other blacks because of his polity 
cal belief* and a&oriaiiam. J, Ym/' k 
lays slowly. "Yes. sometimes i do. \\* 
taken a stand thal'i unpopular will 
most Negroes — not wrong, just in- 
popular. 

"You know," rnusd Charles, the 
Birch chapter I belong to, there H s only 
one Negro — me. Bui/ 1 he hciltatei, 
ll my beliefs about limited governnvest 

— its role in our Isvn and what govern- 
ment should and shouldn't be — put me 
in a minority, loo T So within die Society 

— because of my beliefs — I'm amnof 
friends." 

General ion upon generation of adults 
have Looked with dismay at their off. 
sprang and cried, "W'hai^s the matter 
with young people today? 11 It's rjiuiity 
in reaction to youth's movement twiy 
from the csiabli'-hed values and moxa 
of l heir elders mto areas hitherto una- 
plorcd. Birchen ire no exception. They, 
too, look with concern at ihe up-au^ 
coming generation, but they dgn'l ask 
^What's wrong? 4 * In their minds, they 
know what's wrong, 

++ Why Is it/ p challenges a silver- 
haired, mired school ieaehet p "lb m the 
rtchesi country on eanh has an cduea* 
tion sysiem that'! m shambles? Why is it 
that we f vc produced an entire genera*™ 
thaVs almost illtterate? 

'TU idl you," she state* Rally, “7 
was i teacher for over 30 yean, and Fve 
seen a lot. There is a movement under- 
foot — l doo + t know where it is or 
it » - — but m aim is to deliberately re- 
duce the quality of education in Aoer- 
tea. Its design is to turn out students 
who can’t read or reason or even think. 
The result is a mass of people who'll 

buy any bill of goods you cue to sell 
11 

em. 

Amanda Jordan, 19, a graduate of 
Lovett High School* has just completed 
her freshman yev «L Hilbduie College in 
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MhlufUt. A pretty girl wiih 

hwrwy blon* ***' im«e» l *3™ 
\j , TWfrt, stnsilivE iniile, Amanda 
* cheerleader at Lovttt, belonged to 
*, French Club and the Fellowship of 
f%t "W Athletes ti *ell “ Elding 
^ i put- lime job. In addition to ail 
dim, sJk hu been a member of the John 
SJfLh Society <irwe wai 13. 

■‘1 became involved jo young, " she 
a- ‘'because of lie way l grew up. 
yjj (»fenu have been Bathers for is 
toai as 1 cm remember, I’ve got three 
n»ten and two brothers, and they’ve all 
been Bircherii, too. I went U> a Birch 
youth Camp i" Tennessee f« the tint 
,jnt when 1 «*» 12, and I‘v fl been every 


wramei since then, except fot Ust year. 

"I wanted to go to camp." explains 
Aminda, “and that decision was mine, 1 
(ucu my parents wet of expected me to 
become a member of the Society, but 
they didn’t pressure me. tf 1 hadn't 
warned to, they wouldn’t have made 


r-. PI 

rbe Youth Camps began about tike 
fttn ago ai pan of a plan to involve 
Ae cfrjldisi lag« of Birchen in 

(bar beliefs and vahie*. A( present, 
[here arc teiT camps scattered across the 
United Stain. They off a i one- week 
program combining traditional camping 
tahitka with ketures on htsiory T pollti- 
ed taesKc, economics and social issues, 

the Birch Society is categorically op- 
posed cd the Equal Rights Amendment, 
they are certain ihe re-eveluaikm ami 
ifi.hinj of traditional male-female rotes 
(remiiing Horn ihc national divorce epi- 
demic and women's mass entry into rhe 
^□rk -for- pay world] and in creased sex- 
ual openness have been cnajttcrmuidcd 
^ ihr "ladders 11 in order lo destroy the 
patriarchal family ^rucuire as The fun- 
iwnentaJ build mg block of American 
variety. 


"1 like to see women who like to do 


imtr and work ounide the home/' e«- 
pLiim Amanda, as she strokes the pur- 
nrcg, green-eyed cat m her lap h '*as long 
n they’re capable and have the same or 
better qualified Jims as the man who 
fttnis lo work Bui Vm not for any 50- 
50 deal where you have to have so many 
women, so many blades, I think the bet* 
icr person should gel the job. But 1 do 
Lhinik,** she ^ay*. (, that people have the 
righs to say h Tm jorry + I don't want 
because you’re a woman/ or Tm 
iotTy. ! don't want you because you're ■ 
torn.' Vm all for people being equal* 
bin there are enough laws already on the 
books, I don't think we need ERA. 

Tm pretty typical/* »y» Amanda 
wlien asked to describe the others in her 
fouih Chapter. M l Think premarital seat 
« wrong, L think drugs are bad. but 
v . * r She hesitates. "Vd say we re dh 
vided about evenly — some do, tome 
dtni p f, They K r* just individual people. 
Von sLertotype Them Fl 
Amanda is thoughtful* serious, as she 


consider j her words, **% would like 
people to think I'm a lady, which means 
that 1 would always act in a Christian 
manner, t don't want to lower my .nan 
dards or change anything 1 believe just 
TO follow a group/ 4 She smiks a little, 
as if aware of how old-fashioned anJ 
"\m-hip M her words sound. ff I wa rU p [ 
gue^s, to be a nice girl. 14 


It l£ generally conceded today's gov- 
eromeni bean little resemblance to the 
fledging of 1787. Et hai become m un- 
wieldy r inefficient, multi- ten [acted bu- 
reaucracy. reaching more and more into 
the perron#! lives of Its citizens, titteens 
who — in large pari — have aided and 
abetted Ut gargantuan expansion 
through apathy and abdication of per- 
sonal responsibility. When viewed In a 
global context, our political and eco- 
nomic lilies and enemies around the 
world don't appear to be in much better 
shape. Economic instability, social un- 
rest, mounting ecological crises and ihe 
continuing proliferation of nuclear arirn 
make tile earth an unsafe place for any- 
one to live. 

But where else es there to go? 

For Eli re hers* the answer lies in a re- 
turn to the + good ole days 1 of kmci- 
fairc capitalism, fierce nationalism* 
rugged individualism and 1 that old lime 
religion.' a return, perhaps, to an imagi- 
nary existence. Not within the life! sine 
of any Bircher have solutions For Ehe 
world's problems been quite that simple. 
En the 200 years since this country 1 ! in- 
ception, the human race has gone 
through relative areas of change, leaving 
us within arm's reach of global annihila- 
tion, Can the answer to the seemingly 
.nsurmo uni afrit problem* can fronting us 
lie in returning to a nationalistic and 
militaristic posture? 

Birch critics would argue Ehe challenge 
facing us it that of transcending the Urn 
iting boundaries of traditional belief and 
forging — as did those courageous gen 
ilemen of old — a new order, Sound 
like ^exhortation from the 
It has been written thai Thomas Jeffer- 
son, author of our Declaration of I o de- 
pendence. was one of the first initrares 
into this Hans-national society which 
had as its goal a unified world. Other 
key name? of that era linked with the U- 
lumifiMti are those of Benjamin Franklin 
and John Adams, both high figures in 
the hierarchy of American Saints, 

But to Blrchers. the concept of a one- 
world state ii anathema, carrying com 
notations of barbed wire* goose-stepping 
peace- keeper i and a freedomJoa exist- 
ence. And given the over all slate or hu- 
man affairs — if it ii, in fact, ihe in- 
secure, power-hungry , ir respom i hie 
phenomenon it appears lo be — ihetf 
hunger for a return to the attitudes of 
the “good ole days" may be. if not re- 
alistic or practicable, at least under- 
standable, ■ 
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For lour genera lions, t he 
KL-iahlan family has been 
developing expertise in 
Oriental ruga. 
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